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Making the Case for Life XI
Mitigation and Jury Selection in Capital Cases

Beau Rivage, Biloxi, Mississippi

Thursday, September 11

3:15 -4:00    Making the Case for Life:
The Kennedy Brewer and 
Levon Brooks Stories

Vanessa Potkin

4:00 -5:00 Creative Motions 
Practice                           

              Margaret O'Donnell & 
Marc Bookman   

5:00-6:00 Mitigation Guidelines: 
What They are & Why 
You MUST Follow Them
Russell Stetler

6:00 - 7:00 Defense Initiated Victim 
Outreach: Why & How      

                        Mickell Branham

Friday, September 12

7:30 -9:00 Breakfast

9:00 - 10:45 Structuring & Presenting 
Your Mitigation Evidence:
Case Examples 
Cyndy Short & Lori 
James Townes

10:45 - 11:00 Break

11:00 - 12:00  Lessons from the Capital
Jury Project                  
Scott Sundby               

12:00 - 1:15   Lunch (on your own)

Track I: 
1:15 - 2:15 Litigating Competence at

Trial and In Post-
Conviction 
William R. Montross, Jr.

2:15 - 3:15 Long-term Drug Use and 
Its Physical Effects

                    Tony Strickland

3:15 - 3:30 Break

3:30 - 4:30 Mental Retardation 

Hearings: How to 
Prepare & What to 
Present  
Kathryn M. Kase

4:30 - 5:30 Linking Mental Illness to 
Both Phases

Scharlette Holdman

Track II: Individual Case Consultations
1:15 - 5:00 Available Faculty

6:00 - 8:00 Reception Sponsored 
by the Mississippi 
Public Defenders 
Association

Saturday, September 13

7:30 - 9:00 Breakfast

Track I:

9:00 - 10:15 Investigating Sexual 
Abuse

 Richard Bourke

10:15 - 10:30 Break

10:30 - 11:30 Exposing the 
Gauntlet of Death 
Penalty Decision 
Making

 Lee Hood

11:30 - 1:00 Lunch (on your own)

Track I: Advanced Techniques in
Capital  Voir Dire: Stripping and Saving
Jurors

1:00 - 1:30 Introduction to the 
Colorado Method 
Chris Adams

1:30 -2:30 Techniques in 
Stripping and Saving 
Jurors 

Richard Jaffe

2:30 - 2:45 Break

2:45 - 5:00 Advanced Capital 
Jury Selection 
Richard Jaffe and 
Chris Adams

5:00 -5:45 Closing Argument 
Demonstration
Richard Jaffe

Track II: Juror Misconduct Workshop

9:00 - 9:45 Developing, 
Establishing, and 
Proving Juror 
Misconduct Claims
Ty Alper

9:45 - 10:30 The Nuts & Bolts of 
Juror Interviews
Sarah Forte & 
Tobias Brown

10:15 - 10:30 Break

10:30 - 12:00 Demonstration, 
Practice, Q&A

12:00 - 1:00 Lunch (on your own)

Track II: Advanced Internet
Investigation

1:00 - 4:30 Jonathan Lyon

Track III: Defense Initiated Victim
Outreach Training

8:30 - 5:30 Pamela Blume 
Leonard

Track IV (Space Limited. Advance
Enrollment Required.)

9:00 – 5:00 Brainstorming 
Mitigation – Individual
Case  Consultation 
Available Faculty
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